03//12/2019 minutes cont.

MINUTES FROM THE

REGULAR ANTWERP TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

Tuesday, March 12th, 2019
Supervisor Ruzick called the board meeting to order at 6:30 pm

Pledge of Allegiance
Board Members Present: Daniel J. Ruzick-Supervisor, Bonnie Osborne-Treasurer, Chantel Reyna-Clerk, Bruce Cutting- Trustee, Gary Stock- Trustee
Board Members Absent: none
Also, Present:  Five guests
Motion by Osborne, second by Reyna to approve agenda with the addition of item G. Ben Brousseau contract. All voted in favor.  Motion carries.
Public Comment:  

· Deputy Skinner- VBC Sheriff
1. Deputy Skinner briefly went over his report for the month of February.
2. Deputy is working on the few blight issues within the Township.
· Jeff Moffett – VBCRC 
1. Mr. Moffett introduced himself to the Board.

2. Mr. Moffett feels things are starting to move in the right direction with changes taking place at the VBCRC. He is working to change the culture of the current board and hoping to have better communication. 

3. Mr. Moffett encourages the Board to read the minutes that are sent out from the VBCRC weekly meetings. 

4. Mr. Moffett informed the Board that the letter that was published in the Courier Leader by Larry Hummel was not presented to the VBCRC Board until after it was published. 

5. Supervisor Ruzick asked for an update regarding Resolution 2018-1009A that was submitted to the VBCRC in October of 2018. Mr. Moffett will report back to the Township Board his findings. 
Motion by Osborne, second by Stock to approve the February 26th, 2019 Township Board Regular Meeting Minutes as presented. All voted in favor. Motion carries.

Action on Planning Commission Recommendations: 
A. Site Condominium with Open Space Development – John Bosker property behind 26383 60th Ave. (Parcel number 80-02-018-038-00)
Planning Commission is recommending approval of preliminary plan with three conditions. EPS representative who attended the meeting didn’t have any issues with the conditions being recommended. Conditions include:

1. Master deed be submitted during final plan review. Deed should include non-owner access to open space for take-offs and landings, maintenance responsibilities for street trees and landscaping, and ownership and maintenance arrangements for the airstrip.

2. Street lighting details submitted during final plan review. 

3. All outside agency permits shall be secured during the construction planning phase prior to final plan review. Agencies include: Van Buren County Road Commission, Van Buren Drain Commission, Van Buren Health Department and Fire Department. 

Motion by Stock, second by Osborne to accept the Planning Commissions recommendation of approval based on the three conditions listed above. All voted in favor. Motion carries.

B. Site-Plan and Special Use – Applicant EPC Services for Owner Indiana Michigan Power (Parcel number 80-02-018-038-00)
Planning Commission is recommending approval of plan submitted with five conditions. Conditions include:

1. Waiving the buffering requirement

2. Install privacy slats for 200 ft from the SE corner in the fence along south property line. 

3. Lot coverage should comply with the Zoning Ordinance.

4. Install protective fencing prior to site disturbance. 

5. Secure outside agency approvals from the Van Buren County Drain Commission as well as the Fire Department. 

Motion by Cutting, second by Stock to accept the Planning Commissions recommendation of approval base on the five conditions listed above. All voted in favor. Motion carries.
Pending Business: 

None
New Business: 

A. Van Buren County Road Commission Road Projects 2019-20.
Van Buren County Road Commission submitted bids for nine projects throughout the Township. Motion by Cutting, second by Ruzick to approve all projects except project 2019-4 (56th Ave. & 58th Ave.) with paying half of the cost in the 2018-2019 budget year and the other half in the 2019-2020 budget year. Roll call vote; Ruzick-yes, Reyna-yes, Osborne-yes, Cutting-yes, Stock-yes. Motion carries.  
B. Land exchange between Antwerp Township and Don Larue.
Mr. Larue has agreed to exchange his parcel (80-02-020-028-70) with the addition of 50ft. for Antwerp Township’s parcel (80-02-020-028-73). Mr. Larue also wants the compensation from AEP for the easement that will be placed on the property. Motion by Osborne, second by Stock to authorize Supervisor Ruzick to attend the closing on behalf of the Township for exchange of the property. Roll call vote; Reyna-yes, Osborne-yes, Cutting-yes, Stock-yes, Ruzick-yes. Motion carries. 
C. Zoning and text amendments from Planning Commission. 
The Planning Commission recommends approval of several Zoning Ordinance test amendments. The public hearing was held on February 6, 2019 with no public comment. The County was unable to provide comments during their allotted time. Motion by Stock, second by Reyna to approve the recommendation from the Planning Commission for text amendments. Roll call vote. Osborne-yes, Cutting-yes, Stock-yes, Ruzick-yes, Reyna-yes. Motion carries.
D. Cemetery Burials (cremations) during winter months.
Cemetery Sexton, Ray Owsiany, suggest that during the winter months the Township refrain from burying cremains when there is frost on the ground. Motion by Cutting, second by Reyna to implement no cremains burials beginning December 1st and continuing to April 1st. All voted in favor. Motion carries.
E. Postage machine proposal
Neopost proposed a three-year contract with a rate of $19.93 per month plus applicable taxes. Motion by Osborne, second by Stock to approve contract as submitted. Roll call vote. Cutting-yes, Stock-yes, Ruzick-yes, Reyna-yes, Osborne-yes. Motion carries.

F. Salting Contract with Aleksich Excavating
Aleksich Excavating submitted a proposal for salting the parking lot and access road for the 2018-2019 winter season in December. Due to miscommunication on the snowplowing and salting item on the December agenda, the salting contract was never voted on. Motion by Stock, second by Osborne to approve bid as submitted. Roll call vote. Stock-yes, Ruzick-yes, Reyna-yes, Osborne-yes, Cutting-yes. Motion carries. 

G. Ben Brousseau contract 
Ben submitted a contract for assessing services for the board to approve. There were a few changes that the Board made to the contract. There was also discussion about the one time back pay that was awarded to Ben at the January 8th, 2019 meeting. Ben felt the compensation should have been more than what the Committee offered. The committee took his concerns into consideration and offered a one-time compensation of $2000 instead of the $1400 initially offered. Motion by Stock, second by Cutting to approve contract with changes made by the Board. Roll call vote. Ruzick-yes, Reyna-yes, Osborne-yes, Stock-yes, Cutting-yes. Motion carries.

Motion by Cutting, second by Ruzick to approve the Committees offering of $2000 as a one-time compensation for wages lost during the last nine months. Roll call vote. Ruzick-yes, Reyna-yes, Osborne-yes, Cutting-yes, Stock-no. Motion carries.
Correspondence:
· Letter from Sherry Butler, owner of property located at 28973 49th Ave. Paw Paw, MI 49079.
Sherry Butler purchased this property during the Township’s condemnation process. The property was scheduled to be demolished by the Township when Mrs. Butler purchased it. She submitted a letter asking for an additional fourteen days to get the site cleaned up. Mrs. Butler has begun the work and Deputy Skinner is following up to make sure there is progress on the property.  

· Letter from VBCRC and Lawrence “Larry” Hummel to Editor in response to letter previously published from Township Board. The Township Board is preparing a response to the letter that will be placed in an upcoming issue of The Courier Leader. 

Announcements:
· None

Reports:
Attorney
None 
Treasurer- Bonnie Osborne

$224,574.29 in the general fund
Building Activity- Chantel Reyna
Antwerp:  16 permits for February including Building, Electrical, Mechanical, and Plumbing with fees of $3,179.
Almena: 17 permits for February including Building, Electrical and Mechanical with fees of $2,230.
Van Buren District Library- Bruce Cutting

Short meeting. The genealogy department is cutting ties with the District library. 
Sunshine Branch Library- Bonnie Osborne 

The library hosted 20 programs with 224 attendees. On February 25th the library hosted a tech class with only 1 attendee. On February 6th there was a craft class with Vintage Inspired with 20 attendees. 
Lawton Fire Department- Bruce Cutting
Short meeting. The budget is in place. The cost of the air packs will come directly out of the general fund balance. 
Paw Paw Fire Department-Dan Ruzick
No report
Mattawan Fire Department Bonnie Osborne
Air packs will cost the department around $160,000. Still discussion on merger with QR.
Mattawan Quick Response Bonnie Osborne

Discussion on the merger with the fire department. 
Cemeteries Chantel Reyna
One burial in February. 
Planning Commission Gary Stock
Planning Commission had a long meeting and tabled some items until next month. 
Meeting minutes are available online at www.antwerptownship.com.  
Zoning Board of Appeals Gary Stock
No meeting.

 Meeting minutes are available online at www.antwerptownship.com.
Public Comment: 
None
Recommendation from the committee on Antwerp Township, Mattawan Quick Response, Mattawan Fire Department, and Senior Services bills in the amount of $81,210.12                       
Motion by Cutting, second by Stock to accept bills for payment.
Roll Call Vote: Reyna-yes, Osborne-yes, Cutting-yes, Stock-yes, Ruzick-yes.  Motion carries.
Motion by Osborne, second by Ruzick to adjourn.

All voted in favor. Motion carries.  Meeting adjourned at 9:08pm. 
Respectfully submitted by,
Chantel Reyna
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